
 

 01707 386700                                       www.adagio.co.uk 
 

 

 

Cities on the Danube 
Two of Europe’s most beautiful riverside capitals  
 

esting on the banks of the River Danube are the impressive 

and alluring cities of Vienna and Budapest. Centuries of 

Habsburg rule have infused these kindred cities with history 

and music, w hich w ill be evident during our time here. Architecturally 

these cities are distinctly different making them an ideal combination 

to discover.  

 

Vienna is most impressive w ith it grandiose architecture of imperial 

palaces, baroque castles, gardens and Art Nouveau masterpieces, 

in existence from the heady days as the capital of the Austro-

Hungarian Empire. Vienna is also famous for its coffee houses and 

delicious homemade cakes. It is a truth universally acknow ledged 

that Austrians make the best cakes.  

 

Budapest still retains its old w orld charm, spanning both sides of the 

Danube, w ith Pest on the east bank and Buda on the west bank.  

We w ill explore the city on both sides, sample the local wines whilst 

cruising along the Danube and discover the Christmas festivities on 

offer.  

 

December is a magical time of year to visit Vienna and Budapest, 

these beautiful cities look enchanting dressed in their Christmas 

f inest and twinkling lights, the smell of gingerbread cookies, spiced  

 

Mulled w ine and the echoes of Christmas carols f ill the air. During 

this w inter departure we will experience the festivities of the 

Christmas period. We w ill visit the Christmas markets late afternoon 

after enjoyable days sightseeing.  

 

 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proposed Daily Itinerary 
 

here are many architectural delights, historical monuments, and places of great interest in both cities. Our programme w ill include as many of 

these as possible as well as the Christmas Markets. You w ill also f ind yourself w ith some free time to further explore the cities, do some 

shopping, visit the museums and attractions or watch the world go by in one of many scenic spots or impressive coffee houses around the cities.  

 
The w alking on this holiday involves city sightseeing on foot, which we strongly believe is the best way to experience a city to the full.  A good 

majority of the w alking w ill be on f lat terrain, though sometimes w e will be w alking on uneven, cobbled or undulating paths. Distances will vary 
depending on the location of the sights visited. We will often use local transport to reduce the walking time involved. Distances covered when 
sightseeing can be deceptive, but our holidays allow a large amount of f lexibility in how much or how little you walk.  
 

Our itinerary is expected to follow  the daily schedule below but please bear in mind that the order of the days may be amended or walks substituted 

due to weather conditions, seasonal closures or changes beyond our control. Changes may also be made if we or our Adagio Leader feels it 

enhances the itinerary.  

 

Day 1 – We depart from London Heathrow. On arrival in Vienna we 

travel by road to the Hotel Biedermeier, then a walk through the city 

and visit a Christmas market before dinner. 

 

Day 2 – We start our day with a guided tour of a great many of 

Vienna’s highlights. Then we visit the Hofburg Palace, including a 

tour of the Imperial apartments. This evening we will enjoy a festive 

dinner in a local restaurant.  

 

Day 3 – Merry Christmas! This morning w e visit the Belvedere 

Gallery w ith impressive images by Klimt, Kokoschka and Schiele. 

And then after some free time to independently discover the city , 

Tonight w e w ill enjoy a panoramic view of the city as we dine in the 

Danube Tower restaurant 

 

Day 4 – Today we visit Schӧnbrunn Palace and gardens, and the 

wonderful Christmas market in the grounds. During the afternoon we 

may take some time out to experience a typical Viennese coffee 

shop.  

  

Day 5 – Today we will take a coach  to Budapest. On arrival and 

after we have checked in w e w ill take an orientation w alk of Pest, on 

the Danube’s east bank and visit the Grand Market.  
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Schonbrunn Palace Vienna 

 

Day 6 – We w ill take a guided w alk of the city, learn about the city’s 

Jew ish heritage in the Jewish Quarter and see the city highlights on 

the Pest side of the city. In the afternoon there will be an opportunity 

to warm up in the spa baths with their thermal waters if you wish. 

And late afternoon we w ill visit the famous Christmas market on 

Vӧrӧsmarty Square. 

 

Day 7 – We w ill have a guided tour of  Buda’s historical side of the 

city where we w ill see the highlights around the Castle Hill district, 

including Matthias Church and Fisherman’s Bastion. Dur ing the 

afternoon we take a tour of the iconic Parliament building. And come 

evening we are introduced to some of the f inest Hungarian wines 

and dinner while sailing along the Danube.  

 

Day 8 –The day is yours to enjoy independently to further to explore 

the city, visit some of the museums, or Christmas shopping. We w ill 

enjoy our f inal meal in a local restaurant.  

 

Day 9 – After breakfast, we travel by coach to Budapest Airport for 

our return f light back to the UK.  

 

_____________________________________________________ 
Adagio Leader  

 

n Adagio Leader will accompany you throughout the holiday. 

They are all experienced travellers with a love and knowledge 

of the places you w ill visit.  They are well-organised, pay great 

attention to detail and enjoy being with people.  They are there to 

help make your holiday as enjoyable and stress free as possible. 

 

_____________________________________________________ 
Vienna & Budapest 

oth cities have all the facilities you would expect from a major 

city, and all of which are w ithin walking distance of the hotels. 

There are plenty of banks with ATM cash machines, supermarkets, 

cafes, bars and restaurants surrounding the hotel and the excellent 

public transport system allow  us to access any facilities not in the 

immediate vicinity.  

 

In Vienna w e include a city pass which allows you free travel on 

public transport throughout the city, and various discounts for many 

of the museums and attractions.  In Budapest a transport pass w ill 

be included for those under 65. If you are over the age of 65 all local 

transport is free of charge.  

 

 

 

Mercure Grand Hotel Biedermeier  

Landstrasser Hauptstrasse 28, 1030 , Wien (Vienna) 

+43 1716 710 
h5357@accor.com 
www.mercure.com/gb/hotel-5357-grand-hotel-mercure-biedermeier-

wien 
 

he four star Mercure Grand Hotel Biedermeier is centrally 

located and only a few minutes’ w alk from the Stephansdom 

(City Centre). Most of the sights are within easy walking distance 

and the hotel is well-served by public transport.  

 

 
Courtyard of the Hotel Biedermeier  

 

The Hotel Biedemeier is the ideal city base. The hotel was built in 

1836 and continues to maintain its antique charm, w ith a charming 

and traditional interior. It is uniquely placed along a pedestrian 

passageway which connects two streets. This creates a beautiful 

inner courtyard, where there is a café for you to sit and relax. Many 

of the rooms face towards the inner courtyard. The hotel has a small 

f itness room, a sauna, a relaxation area and a library.   

 

All rooms have the follow ing facilities: hairdryer, satellite f lat screen 

TV, telephone, complimentary tea and coffee facilities, a mini bar 

and a safe. 

 

Single rooms w ill contain a single bed in most circumstances.  

 

Wi-Fi Internet available and is free of charge.  

 

The hotel has a beautiful Wintergarten restaurant, where in most 

cases breakfast will be enjoyed. Dinners w ill be taken in local 

restaurants. We do not include lunches in the price of the holiday – 

normally these can be taken as a picnic or in a restaurant or café. 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

Zara Continental Hotel Budapest  

Dohany utca 42-44, H-1074, Budapest 

+36 1815 1000 
continentalinfo@zeinahotels.com 
www.continentalhotelbudapest.com 
 

he four star superior Continental Hotel Budapest is located in 

the heart of Budapest, and w ithin walking distance of the 

Jew ish quarter.   
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Zara Continental Hotel Budapest 

 

The Continental Hotel Budapest, is a stylish boutique hotel, but w ith 

plenty of character. The building is a former spa and they managed 

to preserve the spa’s beautiful front façade.  

 

The hotel’s interior is elegant, and there are many areas to relax and 

enjoy this wonderful building. There is also a wellness area w ith an 

indoor pool; access is available at a charge of €8 per day. During the 

summer season this includes an open-air rooftop swimming pool.   

 

All rooms have the follow ing facilities: hairdryer, satellite f lat screen 

TV, telephone, radio, a mini bar and a safe. 

 

Wi-Fi is available in all areas of the hotel and the bedrooms and is 

free of charge. You w ill need to obtain a code from reception.  

 

Breakfast is an extensive buffet and served in the hotel. Some 

evening meals w ill be taken in the hotel, including a w onderful 

Hungarian buffet and others in local restaurants.  

 

_________________________________________________________ 

Local Sightseeing  

 

 
Parliament Building, Budapest 

 

here are many museums, architectural gems and places of 

interest to explore in Vienna and Budapest. Those which are 

included in our programme are included in the price of the holiday.     

 

In addit ion there are many other museums w orth a visit and these 

can be easily visited during your free time.  

 

 

 

What to Bring 
 

e recommend you bring the follow ing items w ith you: 

 

 Comfortable walking shoes with good grip – in the event of 

snow and icy paths.  

 Waterproof warm jacket / coat and trousers .  

 A fleece hat, gloves and plenty of warm clothing. 

 A litre water bottle .  

 A basic first aid kit. 

 A daypack  to hold all the above. 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Passports, Visas & Insurance 
and other important information 
 

lease make sure you are insured for guided walking below 

500m.  Please also take your European Health Insurance Card 

(EHIC) w ith you - it will help in the event of an emergency.  Please 

note that the EHIC has an expiry date and check that your card is 

still valid for the duration of your holiday. 

 

You w ill need a full passport to visit Austria and Hungary. Passport, 

visa and health requirements can change at any time. It is your own 

responsibility to ensure that you inform yourself from a professionally 

qualif ied source on, and comply with, such requirements. Advice on 

vaccinations is available from your GP, or can be obtained from the 

Medical Advisory Services for Travellers Abroad (MASTA). In 

addition, general travel advice is available from the Foreign and 

Commonw ealth Office at www.fco.gov.uk/travel. 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Travel Information 
 

e fly from London Heathrow  to Vienna Airport and return from 

Budapest Airport w ith British Airways.  

 

Details of your baggage allowance will be confirmed in your travel 

documents, sent to you approximately 10 days before departure. 

 

Our transfer from Vienna Airport to the Hotel Biedermeier is by 

private coach and will take about 30 minutes.  

 

We w ill travel between Vienna and Budapest by coach. The journey 

will take about 2 hours and 50 minutes.   

 

In Vienna and Budapest we’ll travel on foot, by train, tram, and bus. 

 

If  you intend on joining the party in Vienna and leaving the party in 

Budapest, we assume, unless you have advised us otherwise, that 

you w ill meet and leave the party at the hotels.  If  this is not your 

intention, please let us know in writing at least 5 weeks before 

departure. 
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Budapest 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Maps, Books and Websites 
 

Local maps of the city are available in all local tourist off ices and 

from the reception at our hotels.  

 

There are many guide books featuring Vienna and Budapest 

available in most book shops and online.   

 

The Vienna Tourist Office’s website is: www.w ien.info/en 

The Budapest Tourist Office’s website is: www.budapestinfo.hu 

 

If  you would like to purchase any maps or books before you go, we 

recommend: 

The Map Shop 

15 High Street 

Upton upon Severn, Worcs. WR8 0HJ 

Tel : 01684 593146      Fax : 01684 594559 

Freephone (UK only): 0800 085 40 80 

Website: www.themapshop.co.uk 

E-mail: themapshop@btinternet.com 

 

 
______________________________________________________ 

Holiday Dates 2018 
 
Holiday:  Cities on the Danube 
Tour Code: 53400 
 

Departures for 9 days on: 
 
 23rd December 

 

 

 

Booking and Further information  

Please call us on 01707 386700 or email us at info@adagio.co.uk 

 

 
Vienna at night 

 

Notes 
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